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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
104-1568 11 July 1996 w~oc
AID TO DISASTER-STRICKEN LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS. All across the nation what
is being called the worst drought in a century is having a severe impact on livestock producers.
I have been working with the Administration, through the Department of Agriculture, to try and
assist these producers.
In an effort to help disaster-stricken producers weather these tough times, the
Administration has declared the Southwest and other areas of the U S in a state of emergency
that warrants the release of the Feed Grain Disaster Reserve.
Using the authority granted by the President's declaration, Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman said the Department of Agriculture will make an estimated $40 million in assistance
available in the corning weeks to help disaster-stricken producers buy feed for their livestock for
the next 90 days.
The Southwest US, in particular. is suffering which has reduced available forage in
pastures and driven up the cost of cattle feed.
USDA will sell up to 15 million bushels of grain from the Disaster Reserve. The reserve
currently holds 45 million bushels of grain, 40 million of which is corn. Open market sales of
stocks will be made on a competitive bid basis in a manner that will minimize market
disruptions. Proceeds from the sales will be used to make cost-share assistance available under
the Disaster Reserve Assistance Program (DRAP) to livestock producers who, because of natural
disasters, have suffered a substantial loss of normal feed production and who do not have
adequate feed to maintain their eligible livestock.
DRAP will be available nationwide to help eligible producers. Counties in which the
DRAP will be available are those with a 40% or greater loss of feed production due to natural
disasters. Eligible producers must also have a loss of 40% or more and not have sufficient feed
available for eligible livestock for the duration of the emergency. These producers must be
actively engaged in farming and ranching, with 10% or more of their total annual gross receipts
from production of grain and livestock, and have annual qualifying gross revenue of not more
than $2.5 million. Commodities subject to crop insurance are not eligible for payment under
DRAP.
In the past, USDA utilized the Livestock Feed Program (LFP) to access the Feed Grain
Disaster Reserve to assist livestock producers during droughts or other weather-related disasters.
The 1996 Farm Bill suspended the authority for the major livestock assistance programs. The
Reserve is authorized by Section 813 of the Agricultural Act of 1970, as amended. The grain
in the Reserve was acquired by USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation from prior year crops
when producers with grain pledged it as collateral for nonrecourse loans and forfeited the grain
rather than repay the loans.
# # #
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THE CHU..DREN'S PRIVACY PltOTECTION AND PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT ACT
OF 1926. Recently a very disturbing trend was brought to my attention - the invasion of
children's privacy through solicitation of personal information and tracking of online computer
usc. At the same time I learned of something else which troubled me - the exploitation of
vulnerable young computer users through new unfair and deceptive forms of advertising.
Upon further investigation, the Subcommittee on Crime of the House Judiciary
Committee reported that in the last several years the marketing industry has:
• Permitted and promoted (900) telephone numbers that offered the name and home
addresses of children to anyone willing to pay $3 a minute;
• Sold children's privacy information on-line;
• Used prison labor, including convicted rapists and sex molesters to do date
processing on children's arid family privacy information;
• In May, 1996, Metromail, the nation's largest data finn shipped phone numbers,
addresses and ages of children in 5,500 Los Angeles households to a television
reporter using the name of the killer of 12-year old kidnap-murder victim Polly
Klaas. There was no screening of the purchase.
In order to address all of these problems and concerns, simple but strong legislation has
been introduced to protect our children. I am a co-sponsor of the measure.
Specifically the bill would: prohibit the sale or purchase of personal information about
children without parental consent; require list brokers and solicitors to disclose to parents, upon
request, the source and content of personal information on file about their children; require list
brokers to disclose to parents, upon request, the names of persons or entities to whom they have
distributed personal information on that parent's child; prohibit prisoners or convicted sex
criminals from processing the personal information of children; and prohibit any exchange of
a child's personal information that one has a reason to believe will be used to harm or abuse that
child.
This bill is an important step in protecting our children from those who would do them
harm. It returns control of children's personal information to parents which is exactly where
it belongs.
/I /I /I
HOPE SCHOLARSHIP FUND. Recently the Administration proposed a tax cut to make 14
years of education - at least two years of college -- the standard for all. This program is
modeled on the successful Georgia HOPE scholarship program. It would provide all students
with a $1,500 refundable tax credit for full-time tuition in their frrst year ($750 for half-time),
and another $1,500 in their second year if they work hard, stay off drugs, and earn at least a
B average in their frrst year. This $1,500 tax credit will pay for.more than the full cost of
tuition at the national average-priced community colleges - and a downpayment at more
expensive four-year schools.
A college education should be both accessible and affordable to all Americans at any time
in their life. This proposal would do just that.
Anyone seeking additional information on this subject please contact me here at my
Washington office.
/I /I /I
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